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When Richard Phibbs first spotted the young boy working at 
the Calgary Stampede, the photographer was stopped in his 
tracks by the stunning image of the picture-perfect child. 
"I meant to just shoot the infield, but there was this kid there 
at that grandstand that just struck me," says Phibbs, a world-
renowned fashion photographer who grew up in Calgary during 
the '80s and now lives in New York. 
The moment happened one summer when Phibbs was in town 
visiting family. Armed with a press pass, he decided to head 
down to the Stampede to shoot some candid westerns at the 
rodeo. 
But on his way into the grandstand, he came across the young 
man, clearly decked out in a Calgary Stampede uniform -- 
practically a rite of passage for teens across Calgary, a 
summer job spent toiling away, under the sun at the Greatest 
Outdoor Show on Earth. 
"I ended up with this portrait of this kid with beautiful black, 
dark skin . . . and that with the contrast of a white cowboy 
hat against the blue sky . . . I left that shot thinking, this is 
what I love about photography," says Phibbs. 
The photo of the unidentified Calgarian now hangs in the 
Ralph Lauren flagship store on Madison Avenue, in New York 
City. 
Perhaps the child struck a chord with the photographer 
because Phibbs could relate to this quintessential Calgary 
summer work experience. 

"My first job as a kid was sweeping floors at the Big Four 
Building," says Phibbs, laughing. 
How far the former Calgary lad has come. The 46-year-old 
spends his days chasing beauty around the world, shooting 
images of everyone from politicians such as Hillary Clinton to 
movie stars and musicians such as Kate Winslet, Beyonce and 
Bjork. 
He's got a studio in New York, works on major ad campaigns 
for style houses such as Ralph Lauren and the Gap and -- 
according to his mother Mary -- is so busy jet-setting around 
the globe that he's "very hard to get hold of." 
"He's busy, but that's OK. Sometimes, he'll phone and say 'oh, 
I'm just in Tokyo.' That's how we know where he is that day," 
she says with a laugh. 
Phibbs, a Henry Wisewood High School grad, left Calgary to 
pursue an English and art history degree at the University of 
Toronto, then later a communications and design degree from 
the Parsons School of Design in New York. 
His first book, aptly titled Chasing Beauty (power-House 
Books, $60), was released this fall. It's a compilation of images 
Phibbs has shot over the past decade. 
Flipping through its pages uncovers a variety of unique 
pictures: risque male and female nudes; a fierce boxer, gloves 
raised for a fight; delicate flowers; Phibbs' dog Huck jumping 
through the air; as well as several westerns, taken mainly in 
Montana and on the outskirts of Calgary. 
Near the end of the book is a picture of a teepee, standing 
alone on the bald prairie, taken on Doc Seaman's ranch near 
Calgary. 
"My dad worked with Doc, so that's how I met him. He was 
always very kind to me and would take me fishing with his dog 
Duke." 
Seaman, who passed away in 2009, was an owner of the 
Calgary Flames hockey club. He was also known for his 
philanthropic endeavours and his work in the oil and gas 
industry. 
"I am a minimalist and a purist in my work. I often wonder if 
it's because of the big skies of Alberta that I was surrounded 
by as a kid," says Phibbs. 
"I recall the beauty of the lone barn or the lone grain elevator 
that sits in a field surrounded by an enormous pool of blue sky 
. . . I don't know if people in Calgary always really appreciate 
or understand the beauty that surrounds them." 
For Phibbs, beauty can be found everywhere. Some of his 
work has a chic and sleek commercial fashion shoot look, 
while other photos are sexually charged. Then, there are the 
images that seem to come from Phibbs' past: starkly Albertan, 
depicting all the western charm that is Calgary's conservative, 
cowboy history. It's this creative incongruity that makes 
Phibbs' photography so alluring. 
"I hope this book will inspire and make people think for a 
minute . . . The truth is, beauty is everywhere. You just have 
to open your eyes," he says. 
All of Phibbs' personal proceeds from Chasing Beauty will be 
donated to animal rescue causes, as well as the Children of 
Nowhere organization, a group cofounded by Phibbs, that 
funds medical needs for children with HIV/AIDS in Romania 
and elsewhere. "I travel around the world and I am 
consistently shocked and horrified by the sheer volume of 
suffering, particularly of both animals and kids," he says. 
However, Phibbs adds he hopes his photos will help remind us 
that where there is a dark side, there is always light. 
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For more photos from Chasing Beauty, visit 
calgaryherald.com/life 
 


